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AGGnews 
The American Glass Guild is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that actively seeks the participation of all 

people with an interest in stained, leaded and decorative glass and its preservation and restoration. 
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palettes shrink, but hopefully not our vision. As our economy has 
struggled, so have many artists, studios, and suppliers, yet we 
carry on as best we can. Though on one level we are competitors, 
who better to understand the struggles we all face, as well as our 
accomplishments? 

The American Glass Guild named our first award after Joseph 
Barnes and presented it to him for service to the field. Since then 
the award has been given to Melville Greenland, Rowan 
LeCompte, and Nick Parrendo. We invite our members to nomi-
nate others who have contributed to our field in significant ways 
and for the betterment of all. We 
will certainly miss Joe, but we 
will not forget him. We wish him 
a well-earned rest surrounded by 
family. 

Happy Holidays to everyone 
and wishing you a joyous and 
prosperous New Year!

Thanks to our Sponsors! 
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In early December I attended a dinner given by S. A. Bendheim 
celebrating Joseph Barnes’ many years of service to the field. Joe 
decided it was time to retire after having had the great good 
fortune of doing something he really enjoyed for a very long 
time, surrounded by people he respected and cared about. This is 
a milestone for him, of course, and for all of us who looked 
forward to spending some time with Joe when we stopped by 
looking for glass matches for restorations or palettes of color for 
new projects. There’s no way to predict or control whether your 
trip to the glass house will be successful – is the glass in stock, is 
the color just right, will you have to manipulate it to make it 
work, etc., etc.? Joe’s friendly face and great willingness to help 
lessened the stress. 

It’s clear he also has meant a lot to the Jayson family, which 
has employed him for decades and gave him a wonderful party!  
Robert, Donald, Steven, and Fred were there with all the staff. 
For those of us working in the field, it was a delightful opportu-
nity to enjoy their company and that of colleagues we haven’t run 
into in a long time. 

It was also a celebration of stained glass, a field that has 
changed quite a bit over the last 30 years. We’ve seen our 

Message from the President 

Mary Clerkin Higgins, President 

www.bendheimstainedglass.com 

www.reuscheco.com 

www.sunshineglass.com 
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Call for Applicants - 2011 Whitney Scholarship 

Call for Nominations - 2011 Joseph Barnes Award 

James C. Whitney was a strong supporter of the American 
Glass Guild during its inception. Jim approached his life, his 
craft and his art with great passion and a high level of integ-
rity. We hope that his zest for life and his pursuit of excellence 
will inspire all recipients of this scholarship to increase their 
understanding and love of stained glass. 

From 2007 through 2010, the Whitney scholarship has 
handed out 41 scholarships. The scholarship is intended to 
fully or partially fund training, workshops, conference 
attendance, and fine arts classes - both in the US and abroad - 
related to a career in stained glass. Scholarship monies are 
sent directly to the instructor, workshop, conference, or 
school. The scholarship does not fund traveling expenses or 
room and board.

A complete application includes: 
1)  Application form 
2) 10-15 digital images of applicant's work with a description
     of each image;  
3) One-page resume with emphasis on stained glass training, 
    work experience, papers/research, professional 
    organizations, etc.; 
4) For students - a transcript of grades; and 
5) Two (2) letters of recommendation submitted under separate
    cover. 
Incomplete or late applications will not be considered.

Every year, the deadline for submission of applications is 
March 15, with notification of awards by April 15. All materi-
als and any questions about the scholarship should be sent to: 
scholarship@americanglassguild.org. Recipients are encour-
aged to attend the AGG Conference following their workshop, 
seminar, or class to display a Presentation Board or Power 
Point presentation about the experience. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

The Board of Directors of the American Glass Guild is seeking 
nominations from its members for the annual Joseph Barnes Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  The award was established by the AGG in 
2008 to acknowledge distinguished accomplishment and service by 
those in the stained-glass field.  Artists, conservators, craftspeople, 
art historians, etc., are eligible.   Recipients inspire us with their 
vision, achievement, standards and leadership.  The first award was 
given to Joseph Barnes for his many years of service to the field.  

Members should send their nominations by January 31st, 2011 to 
info@americanglassguild.org

Please include several paragraphs about the person you are 
nominating and why you feel they deserve to be honored.  The 
award will be presented at the 2011 conference in Asheville, North 
Carolina this coming July.  

Deadline: 
March 15, 2011 
Send email application materials to: 
scholarship@americanglassguild.org 
Download application materials: 
www.americanglassguild.org/whitneyscholarship/whitneyguidelines.html   

Deadline:
January 31, 2011
Send email application materials to:
info@americanglassguild.org

with “2011 Barnes Nomination” in the subject line

Further Info:
www.americanglassguild.org/barnes-award.html  

2008 – Barnes Lifetime Achievement Award 
Joseph Barnes 
In recognition for his many years of service to the field. He served as 
the unofficial “Chairman of the Board” of the Stained Glass Division at 
S.A. Bendheim, Co. in Passaic, NJ and earlier at Leo J. Popper and 
Sons in New York City.  

2009 – Barnes Lifetime Achievement Award 
Nicolas Parrendo 
AGG Senior Advisor, in recognition of his artistry in glass and his 
many years educating and encouraging other stained-glass artists. 

2009 – Barnes Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence 
                    in Conservation  
Melville Greenland 
Mel’s integrity and high standards in craftsmanship and conservation 
set the bar very high. He trained many well-known conservators and 
completed over 170 major commissions during his career. 

2010 – Barnes Lifetime Achievement Award 
Rowan LeCompte 
AGG Senior Advisor, in recognition of his many contributions to the 
art of stained glass. Rowan is best known for his extensive work at the 
National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. for which he made his first 
window at the age of 16. 
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Whitney Scholarship Testimonials

It is a distinct privilege to receive the James Whitney Memorial 
Scholarship. So often my timing is off. Years ago, I wanted to study 
with Albinas. The time was never right. For over 30 years I’ve been 
taking a sort of hybrid approach to making stained glass panels. 
Working in a variety of etching techniques and cold painting with a 
variety of non vitreous paints, I decided it was time to expand my 
artistry in glass – to learn to paint on glass the traditional way. As a 
full time practising artist running a one person studio it was rare to 
be in the position to escape for whatever reason. It had been a while 
since I had attended any “stained glass conference.” Presentations 
on traditional works seemed irrelevant to me. Thanks to the persua-
sion of Mary Clerkin Higgins and Nancy Nicholson I came for one 
day to the AGG Conference in Buffalo. I left and I came back for 
the second day. It was a great opportunity to catch up with everyone 
practicing in the field. Old friends, new friends. It was a perfect 
setting to scout out painting opportunities. By the time I left, I had 
a couple of options and went back to the studio to do my research. 
Some assistance would make it so much easier for me to leave the 
studio to attend a class. I was thrilled to learn of the James Whitney 
Memorial Scholarship. But as usual, my timing was off. The dead-
line was after the class I wanted to attend. I submitted in hopes that 
they would review my application in advance of the deadline. The 
Committee responded that they didn’t think it would not be fair to 
review my application in advance of other applicants, but there was 
a policy in which they would consider the application for opportuni-
ties that fell between the last Scholarship awards and the upcoming 
deadline. Makes perfect sense. I went ahead and attended the class 

I now have a renewed perspective of traditional glass work. I 
chose to attend the Glass Painting Intensive with Kenneth Leap and 
Kathy Jordan. It was a unique opportunity to get into the painting 
zone for one solid week without the daily interruptions of daily 

studio business and my goofy 
Bassetts. When we weren’t painting 
or watching a demo, there was 
plenty of opportunity to talk about 
art, glass, the business of running a 
studio and life. We had breakfast 
together, commuted together, 
shared living spaces, had wonderful 
group dinners and walked the beach 
together. I learned various vitreous 
painting techniques in a small group 
setting. It was intense. It was how to 
become best friends in a week. 

Whitney Scholarship Expands Artistry in Glass
A Thank You from Nancy Gong

I was reassured I would be satisfied, when the class opened with 
“What do you wish to accomplish.” I learned traditional staining, 
matting and tracing working with a variety of media and learned to 
apply different types of matts. We also learned a variety of not so 
traditional techniques, to work with Glass Eye software, sandblast-
ing, stamps and other tips and tricks. Ken and I even had a couple 
of little tests going on. I don’t do faces, but even painted a face 
because I wanted to challenge myself. I left with finished pieces for 
a small leaded glass project (for which I have not had one moment 
to put together) and a whole slew of samples and notes for reference. 
I have continued with my “cold painting” and have applied some of 
the techniques I learned at the Intensive to my cold painting. I even 
stumbled across something new to me. Vitreographs. You can see 
one of them at the upcoming AGG Auction for the James Whitney 
Memorial Scholarship! I am happy that Ken and Kathy were here 
for me. They worked very hard to answer all my questions – and I 
had a lot. You can teach a not so old dog new tricks. My work still 
looks like my work – not traditional, but it has grown and it will 
grow even more. I learned a lot. I’m still charged. My studio is 
nearly set up for vitreous painting and I can’t wait to see what 
comes of it! Thank you AGG for the James Whitney Memorial 
Scholarship. I am grateful for assistance and the opportunity.photos courtesy Nancy Gong

Nancy Gong, 2010 Whitney Scholarship Recipient

Nancy Gong, May 2010
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Asheville 2011 Conference 

Asheville 2011 Conference Bus Tour 
The Monday bus tour during the Asheville conference will 

be more inclusive than previous years.  Next July while at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, a cousin of artist Mary Tillinghast 
will provide some interesting history of her life, and art work.   

The visit to Givens Estate Methodist Retirement 
Community will give us a chance to hear from Andrew 
Young and how he worked with the residents on the stained 
glass designs for the larger sanctuary and the small chapel.   

Calvary Episcopal Church, in nearby Fletcher, NC has a 
wide assortment of windows; Lamb Studio (mid 1940's after a 
fire in the church), Keck Studios with Stanley Worden, also 
after the fire, and Heaton Butler & Bayne (ca 1880) with the 
only windows not destroyed in the fire. As all the windows 
are relatively close to the sanctuary floor, our Pittsburgh/ 
Scotland friend Rona Moody will lead a discussion on church  

Location: 
Crowne Plaza Resort, Asheville, North Carolina 
Conference Dates:  
Friday July 22nd through Sunday July 24th, 2011 
Pre-Conference Workshops: 
Thursday July 21st 
Bus Tour of Stained Glass:  
Monday, July 25th - Optional, separate fee 

St. Mary of the Sea, Mayer of Munich 
St. Lawrence Basilica, Asheville North Carolina  

Givens Estate Window, Asheville NC, by Andrew Young  
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continued... 

Workshops:
Mary Clerkin Higgins

Conservation Gluing Techniques
Indre McCraw

Glass Painting
Matteo Randi

Traditional Glass Mosaics

Keynote Speaker: 
C.Z. Lawrence

Conservation:
Drew Anderson, Metropolitan Museum of Art

Late Gothic German windows at the MET
Scott Taylor

Tiffany restoration for Virginia Museum of Art
Tom Kupper, Lincoln Cathedral

Conservation& Ethics of "Amateur" Stained Glass 
      at the Cathedral
Roberto Rosa

Restoration of a Mary Tillinghast Window

Painting:
Don Burt - Enamels
Robin Neely - Tips

History:
Virginia Chieffo Raguin

History of Glass Painting
Kent Watkins

Mary Tillinghast at 1st Presbyterian Church 

Business:
Joseph Cavalieri

Web marketing
Nancy Gong
Traditional marketing

New Work:
Andrew Moor

New Techniques / Dealing With Architects
Andrew Young

Givens Estate Windows, Asheville NC
Guy Kemper

Working with Fabricators
Karl Heinz Traut

New Glass Techniques

In no set order, program subject to change.
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